Everything I Needed to Know, I Learned in

Kindergarten… I Mean Third Grade
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I wanted to give you an overview of what to expect for this school year.   Each week on the team newsletter, be on the look out for specifics on what we are covering that week.  While this is the general outline, the curriculum will be adjusted as necessary for the level of individual students.  I know it’s a lot but hope you can find some useful information.
WHAT ARE THESE NEW STANDARDS?  [image: image2.wmf]
This year, Kentucky has new standards that will be in place for Literacy and Math.  This is an exciting time as the standards lay out exactly what students need to know prior to leaving each grade level.  My teaching will be focused on the standards, which means that I will not be using a “set” program or text book for class.  I will be putting together a variety of materials and resources that will allow students to meet the standards.  As a third grade team, we will be communicating the standards in the weekly newsletters and my students will be engaging in goal setting and self-assessment on a weekly basis.  If you have questions about the standards, please feel free to ask.   
LEARNING TARGETS [image: image3.wmf]
Research demonstrates that students who are given learning targets at the outset of a lesson perform better.  We will be working daily to understand the goals we are trying to reach.  These learning targets (also called goals or objectives) will be stated in “I can” statements.  For example, “I can read text fluently”.  Students will be working on assessing themselves with regards to the “I can” statements and setting future goals.  You will be seeing the “I can” statements in the newsletters and in weekly correspondence from me.
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I will be using a reading workshop model.  Within this workshop, students will engage in whole group mini lessons around topics such as comprehension, fluency, and accuracy.  Students will also be exposed to vocabulary building and word work.  After the whole group instruction, students will engage in independent or partner practice on different skills.  Groupings of students will be made around reading strategies rather than ability groupings.  I will also be doing a great deal of individual conferencing during this time to closely monitor individual student goals.  It is my hope that students will become independent at choosing books that fit them and that they will develop a true love of reading.
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I see my first job as instilling a love of writing.  Along with our Reader’s Workshop, we will also have Writer’s Workshop.  Within that workshop, we will study the craft of writing, language, and we will also be incorporating the mechanics within our writing.  We will be developing a writer’s notebook.  We will also be looking at a variety of types of writing including narrative, informational and opinion (or argument).  We will also discover the use of writing in all content areas and to understand the different purposes for writing. 
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In order to help students transition to 4th grade wherein they will be switching between teachers, we begin this year with a single switch.  My teammate, Mrs Puryear, will be teaching Math to both her homeroom and my homeroom.  I, in turn, will be teaching both classes Science.  With the new math standards, Mrs. Puryear will not be using just one text but will be putting together curriculum from a variety of places to meet the standards.
SCIENCE[image: image7.wmf]
Science is always a favorite of students (and of mine).  We will have four large units that we will be covering:  Structures of Life; The Physics of Sounds; Heat and Light; and Rocks and Minerals.  There are a great deal of hands-on materials and explorations.  Students will also learn to write like a scientist.  We will keep science notebooks for observations and conclusions.   I will send home information as the year progresses on specific learning targets with regards to science.
SOCIAL STUDIES[image: image8.wmf]
In social studies, we will be looking at several broad concepts including: community (this includes citizenship; government; history; geography; mapping skills; and economics.  You may notice on our schedule that Social Studies is in a block of time with Literacy.  We will be incorporating a lot of our reading about Social Studies within reading and then will be following up with practice of concepts we discussed. We will be doing a lot of hands-on activities to help us understand these broader concepts.

POETRY ANTHOLOGIES[image: image9.wmf]
Students will be keeping poetry anthologies. Within this notebook, students will collect poems that they have read and will also collect poems that they write.  By the end of the year, they should have an entire book filled with poems they can read and write.  
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For me, this is one of the most difficult areas.  In third grade, we are still considered primary although we are beginning the transition to intermediate.  We receive progress codes (O, S, NI, etc), not grades.  An “O” is not the same thing as an “A” although at times we seem to equate it that way. This year, I am focused on the learning targets and whether students are getting the learning targets.  We will be doing a great deal of formative assessment.  With this type of assessment, I am not looking at grades, rather at the student’s progress regarding the learning targets.  There may be some papers you see that only have comments.  That is assessment.  There may be times where students are given an opportunity to redo work.  My goal is for students to learn the material, not to put a grade on it. This is not to say that you will not see progress codes or percentages on papers.  Those will be given. Ultimately, I will have to put a grade on a report card and on some work.  Please try not to make that an ultimate statement about your child but, rather, about where they are in gaining the necessary skills.
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I realize that many students are use to having a weekly or monthly homework calendar. (In all honesty, so am I.) However, in 4th grade, students need to be able to write in their agenda daily and have homework assigned on a nightly basis.  As a transition, at the beginning of the year, students will be writing their nightly homework in their agendas.  I will also be giving out a weekly homework calendar at the beginning of each week (like a cheat sheet) as students become use to writing in their agendas.  We will then transition away from the teacher generated calendar after students seem comfortable with their agendas.  Homework is expected to be turned in on time.  Part of this transition year is beginning the responsibility of documenting and completing homework.
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We will follow the school plan of green, yellow and red.  Students will document their color in their agenda.  Please be aware that if students have a yellow every once in a while, that is not a big deal.  It may have been from simply talking too much.  If there are any big issues, I will also write to you within the agenda.
As always, please let me know about any concerns or questions.

Danielle Doelling 
485-8214

danielle.doelling@jefferson.kyschools.us
